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BACKGROUND

In 2020, liberal nonprofits pumped more than $400 million into election offices through a program
known colloquially as “Zuck Bucks.” Seeing the detrimental effects of private election funding on public
trust in elections, 29 states banned the private funding of elections.

Despite these bans, efforts to reshape election administration for partisan gain continue. The group at the
center of Zuck Bucks in 2020 created “Zuck Bucks 2.0” in 2024 when they announced the $30 million
U.S. Alliance for Election Excellence program. This was designed to avoid the new bans.

Instead of receiving money, the Alliance asks jurisdictions to pay a membership fee to join. The fee can
be used to obtain discounted services like training, coaching, and even legal and political consulting from
various left-wing organizations. The Alliance also acts as a potential conduit for foreign influence in
election administration. In 2020, the New Venture Fund—supported by foreign contributions from
Hansjorg Wyss—gave $25 million to C'TCL, the entity behind the Alliance.

This model policy ensures election administration is accountable to the people, not partisan or foreign
interests through a system that provides meaningful oversight and enforcement.

KEY PROVISIONS

* Prohibits a government entity from using donations or in-kind goods or services from a private or
non-governmental entity for election administration.

* Prohibits government entities or Election Officers in their official capacities from entering into a
membership agreement or program with any private entity that:

o Has previously directly or indirectly financed election administration;

o Has any staff or board members who have worked for, consulted with, or been employed by a
person who has directly or indirectly financed election administration within the last 10 years; and

o Accepts foreign donations.

*  Permits a person, in his or her private capacity, to enter into a membership agreement or participate
in a program if certain disclosure and public hearing requirements are met.

* Requires any non-governmental entity that seeks to offer funds or in-kind goods or services for
election administration to certify whether they are knowingly the recipient of direct or indirect foreign
donations. Certifications must be updated annually and upon receipt of new information.

* Penalizes the failure to provide the certification or providing an inaccurate certification and
invalidates any agreement, membership or program participation if the certification was not provided
or was inaccurate.

* Gives the attorney general authority to investigate and enjoin potential violations, provides various
civil and criminal penalties for violations, and a private right of action.
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