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BACKGROUND

Each year, jurisdictions hold numerous elections on dates scattered throughout the year. Known as
“off-cycle” elections, they usually feature extremely low voter turnout, decide important issues with input
from only a very small portion of the electorate, are costly to facilitate, and strain election officials.

For example, in 2024, Dallas County, Texas administered elections held on six different dates
throughout the year. Off-cycle elections have notoriously low voter turnout. Again, using Texas as an
example, voter turnout in Harris County for the May 6, 2023, election was 4.87%, compared with
42.92% at the November 8, 2022, election. Issues involving financial obligations on taxpayers are
frequently decided at these low turnout elections. In the May 4, 2024, election, a $35 million dollar bond
issue was approved in El Paso County by a margin of 6 votes in an election with just 1.74% turnout.

Low turnout elections are costly and resource intensive. Since each election features substantial fixed
costs, the cost per ballot increases significantly in a low turnout election. Ongoing and repeated elections
also overburden election officials, reduce the time available to them for meaningful process review and
training between elections, and exacerbate the existing challenge of recruiting the poll workers necessary
to facilitate each election.

The Uniform Election Dates Act resolves these issues by consolidating most elections to the November
election date.

KEY PROVISIONS
*  Moves all elections to the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November, except:

o Primaries, including presidential, occur on the first Tuesday in March, with run-offs as exist
1n state law;

o Allows special elections as needed;

* Establishes that Tuesdays are the only election day.




